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Winter 2014 

 
Letters from the Directors 

 
Mr. Hensley’s Letter: 
What a fun year I’m having so far!  Now 
the holidays are here, and I’m looking 
forward to presenting the choirs at our 
annual Holiday Concert on December 
12.  The students have come together 
from various backgrounds and abilities.  
Some students have never sung in a 
choir before and are struggling, but I’m 
sure you’ll be happy with their progress.  
Other students make music at a very 
high level, and you will be amazed at the 
musical sounds you hear coming from 
high school students. 
 
I can’t thank our Friends of Music 
enough for what they do.  We have over 
a $100,000 budget for our music 
program, and they work diligently to see 
your child gets the best music training 
and resources possible.  Thank you 
parents for buying (and selling) coupon 
books, pies, and Yankee candles.  Every 
little bit sure helps.  Thank you even 
more for attending your child’s 
performances.  Soon that student will be 
flying the nest. Enjoy the last few years 
he/she spends at home.  Music is a 
positive influence in a child’s life. Don’t 
miss this holiday concert!  You will have 
a great time. 
 
Mr. Hensley 

 
Mr. Sebastian’s Letter: 

A key focus of my third year here at La 
Quinta is adjusting to change.  After a 
large turnout for auditions, I only took 
31 students into 0 Period Advanced 
Orchestra, making it the smallest it has 
been in a while. Having a smaller group 
allowed us to focus more on individuals, 
and it provided the ensemble an 
opportunity to sound more in tune at a 
quicker pace.  The opposite happened to 
the 3rd Period String Orchestra, which is 
at its largest it has been with 47 students.  
Both orchestras played exceptionally 
well at the October Fall Concert, and I 
am excited to see how much more they 
grow throughout the year for festivals in 
March and our Spaghetti Dinner/Spring 
Concert in May. 
 
I am happy that La Quinta is offering AP 
Music Theory for the first time, and we 
have 31 students enrolled.  It is a great 
opportunity to go more in depth with 
music, which will benefit anyone in a 
performing group and/or someone who 
is interested in majoring in music in the 
future. 
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One of the great things about 
Instrumental Music students is that they 
are involved in multiple 
activities/clubs/sports.  It is great to see 
them balance everything and still be so 
passionate and stellar in everything they 
do. 
 
Even though there are times when I get 
extremely tired, working with such a 
great group of students makes it all 
worth it.  I am quite fortunate to have all 
the La Quinta parents, alumni and staff 
who help make my job easier.  They 
continue to support my dreams and 
vision for the program. 
  
Mr. Sebastian 
  

 
 
Friends of Music 
This year is another great year in the 
making for the La Quinta high School 
Music Department.  The Marching 
Aztecs have been competing very well in 
Division 5, excellent performances by 
the Vocal Ensemble in concerts and at 
Disneyland.  The orchestras and choirs 
have had very entertaining performances 
as well.  All of the classes are busy 
preparing for the year end of 2014 
Holiday Concert climax. 
 
The students learn valuable lessons, far 
beyond just music.  They learn to work 
as a team, how to plan and execute for a 

performance or competition - practical 
skills like showing up on time with their 
music and drills memorized with the 
proper uniform clean and ready  - or 
even how to pack a truck efficiently. 
 
Yes, this is an exciting year in the 
making! 
 
The Friends of Music is a booster club of 
parents that support the Music 
Department activities and programs.  We 
plan and execute numerous fund raisers 
throughout the year.  Most involve the 
students selling products and services.  
Others are run directly by the Friends of 
Music.  The students and Friends of 
Music work very hard to insure success 
of every activity.  We are an all 
volunteer organization so all funds 
directly benefit the music program. 
 
With your generous donation we will 
succeed for our children.  Please 
consider a donation of $50, $100, or 
$1000.  The Friends of Music is a 
registered 501(c)3 non-profit corporation 
so your tax donations are tax deductable.  
Donations can be turned in by the 
students or directly to the instructors or 
Friends of Music board members.  
Please make checks payable to La 
Quinta Friends of Music. 
 
Thanks you and Happy Holidays! 
Friends of Music Board 
 
Gift Basket Bargains! 
Planning is underway for the annual 
Holiday Concert at the Don Wash 
Auditorium on Friday, December 12th.  
The Gift Basket drawing will provide an 
exciting array of different gift selections. 
Each Music Classroom will be preparing 
and donating the gift baskets.  When you 
arrive, you will be able to purchase 
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tickets to place in the collection boxes 
directly assigned to each gift basket. The 
more tickets you buy and place in the 
collection boxes, the better a chance you 
have at winning the gift basket. Please 
attend and support the La Quinta Music 
Department in our annual event by 
participating in our Holiday Concert 
Drawing. 

 
 

 
 
Annual Music Department Holiday 
Concert! 
The first semester will come to a close 
next month.  Hard to believe, isn’t it?  
Come see and hear what your child has 
been learning!  Our annual holiday 
concert will commence at 7:00 p.m. at 
Don Wash Auditorium at Garden Grove 
High School on Friday, December 12.  
The orchestras, choirs, and band will be 
performing holiday favorites, and the 
groups will combine at the end for a 
rousing performance of Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus from The Messiah.  
Be sure to come early for our exciting 
gift basket drawing.  You will find some 
very good gift deals, and all proceeds 
will go directly to our music department.  
  

 
 

 
 

Vocal Ensemble 
Through my experience, I have learned 
that choir is not only about musicality 
and preparation, but more importantly 
about unity and passion.  From the start, 
our goal was to ensure that individuals 
would enjoy coming to class every day 
to do what they love.  Overall, the 
group’s energy has been amazing!  We 
have built a stronger bond with one 
another through social activities we’ve 
had over the summer such as bowling, 
movies, skating, karaoke, Korean BBQ, 
and a bonfire with choirs from other 
schools.  Recently, we had two sold-out 
shows for our Fall Concert in October. 
We would like to thank friends, family, 
students, and teachers for the amount of 
support they have given us and the boost 
we needed to start off a great year.  
We’re looking forward to performing at 
upcoming events, including the Holiday 
Concert with the rest of the music 
department on December 12th and at 
Disney’s California Adventure on 
December 15th.  It is truly an honor to be 
part of Vocal Ensemble, and I am 
excited to see us grow over the year! 
 
Valerie Nguyen 
Vocal Ensemble President 
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Amazon Smile Program 
Amazon is offering to make a donation to LQ Music for every dollar you spend through 
Amazon!  This does not cost you anything. 
 
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7159251 and login with your Amazon 
account.   
 
From then on, any Amazon purchase you make will automatically result in a donation to 
the LQ Music Program.  It’s that easy.  With the Holidays, this is a great way to help the 
Music Program.  Please share with your family and friends through e-mail and Face 
Book.   
Will you smile on LQ Music? 
 
 
 
 

.  
 
LA  Quinta Music Department Disney’s California Adventure! 
 
Our outstanding Vocal Ensemble will be featured on the Hollywood Stage at Disney’s 
California Adventure.  Selected from many groups who auditioned, the Vocal Ensemble 
was one of only a few groups selected to sing in the park.  They will sing holiday 
favorites as well as their Disney medley. 
 
More About Friends of Music … 
Friends of Music (FOM) is the parent 
support group that provides resources 
and raises funds for your student to 
participate in the field shows, concerts 
festivals, football games, and other 
events.  The more parent participation 
we have, the more experience this 

talented and hard-working group of 
students is able to have.  They deserve 
it! 
Everyone has something to offer to this 
talented and hard-working group 
including the following: 
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• Providing food on field show 
days/practices 

• Helping out at the snack shack at 
home football games 

• Chaperones at concerts, field 
shows, and trips (includes bus 
ride and entry ticket) 

• Moving equipment on and off the 
field at competitions 

• Planning and participating in 
fund-raisers 

• Selling tickets at events 
• Fireworks booth 
• Building props and repairing 

equipment 
• Helping the students to plan 

activities 
• Towing a trailed containing the 

larger band instruments (tailer 
provided) 

Those of us who have been fortunate 
enough to participate in the past have 
developed friendships and enjoyed a 
shared camaraderie with the other 
parents and our own children that will 
be remembered for years to come.  
We’d love for you to become a part of 
this! 

 
FOM is organized as a series of 
committees, each performing a specific 
set of functions.  Each committee needs 
help form parents like you. 
 
Please contact a board member o 
volunteer your time to help your sons 
and daughters. 
 
President  Letty Lopez 
President@LQAztecMuisc.com 
 
Ways and Means  Eric Thibodeau 
WaysandMeans@LQAztecMusic.com 
Secretary Wendy Adams 
Secretary@LQAztecMusic.com 
 
Treasure  Julie Bryan 
Treasurer@LQMusicAztecMusic.com 
 
Travel  Claudia Gonzalez 
Travel@LQAztecMusic.com 
 
Logistics  Erick Nguyen 
Logistics@LQAztecMusic.com 
 
FOM is a registered 501©-3 non-profit 

 

 
Sweeney  Todd Comes to La Quinta! 
Stephen Sondheim’s award-winning musical, Sweeney Todd, comes to La Quinta this 
March 19, 20, and 21.  The show promises to be a sell-out so save the dates.  Students 
auditioned  December 2 and 4 and start rehearsing right after winter break.  Mr. Hensley 
and Mr. Sebastian are looking forward to showcasing out top singers and actors as well a 
fine symphony orchestra for Sondheim’s magical score.  Even with the blood and gore in 
this musical thriller, you will be amazed at the beauty of the music and the humor that 
permeates the production.  This is a must see! 
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Quinta High School 
Music Department 

Holiday Concert  

 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

Friday, December 12 
Don Wash Auditorium 

Garden Grove High School 


