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Rhosymedre

PROGRAM NOTE

In 1920 Ralph Vaughan Williams composed Three Preludes on Welsh- Hymn Tunes for
organ, which quickly became established as standard repertoire for the instrument. Of the
three, Rhosymedre, (sometimes known as "Lovely"), has become the most popular. This
hymn tune was written by the 19th-century Welsh composer, J. D. Edwards. Itis a simple
melody. Yet, around this modest tune, Vaughan Williams constructed a piece of grand
proportions.

The hymn tune, in long note values, is surrounded by a moving bass line and a treble
obbligato in faster notes, often characterized by descending sixths. Vaughan Williams has
joined together hymn tune, bass, and obbligato, creating an exceedingly fresh and
appealing tonal‘fanguage. This seems all the more remarkable when one realizes that
there is scarcely an accidental in the entire score.

Arnold Foster, English composer/conductor and a pupil of Vaughan Williams, orchestrated
Rhosymedre so that the rise of the long line of the hymn tune is enhanced by an
increasing number of instruments.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Instrumentation:
2 Flutes, 1 Oboe, 2 B-flat Clarinets, 2 Bassoons, 2 Horns, 1 B-flat Trumpet, Strings

A complete set (No. 1.5072) consists of: 1 Full Score, 3 Flute parts, 1 Oboe part, 3
Clarinet parts, 2 Bassoon parts, 3 Horn parts, 2 B-flat Trumpet parts and Strings 5-5-3-3-
3. Augmenting strings are also available.

This arrangement may also be performed by: (a) strings alone, or (b) flute, strings and
any other of the above wind instruments available. A pianist may play from the original
organ solo score (No. 1.5087) to substitute for missing strings.

Rhosymedre is also available in an arrangement for band by Walter Beeler.

Duration: 4 Minutes

GALAXY MUSIC CORPORATION



Full Score

Rhosymedre

Prelude on a Welsh Hymn Tune

Melody by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1873-1958)
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Violin |

Melody by
J. D. Edwards (1805-1885)

Rhosymedre

Prelude on a Welsh Hymn Tune

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1873-1958)
Orchestrated by Arnold Foster
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Prelude on a Welsh Hymn Tune
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